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UM RESEARCHER ANALYZES VOTER SENTIMENT IN ELECTION HOME STRETCH
MISSOULA ~
The proposed water quality initiative remains contentious; initiatives on minimum wage,
corporate funding of ballot issues, and term limits appear headed for passage; and the constitutional
amendment to revise the Montana University System governance lacks support, according to the latest
Montana Poll.
Montanans will be deciding eight initiatives and constitutional amendments on Nov. 5; the poll
addressed five of the eight. A few appear to face relatively clear sailing at this point. But 1-122, the
water initiative and perhaps the most notorious of the ballot issues, is in a pretty tight race, according to
Susan Selig Wallwork, director of the Montana Poll. And CA-30, regarding the governance of the
University System, appears to lack sufficient support for passage.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, 380 adult Montanans were polled statewide Sept. 26 to Oct.
3. Of these, 327 said they were currently registered to vote in the state. The Montana Poll is
conducted by the University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
Initiative 122: The initiative to toughen water quality standards for metal mining companies is
gamering only slightly more support than opposition from Montanans who are currently registered to
vote, Wallwork said. That may not be enough of a margin to give its proponents optimism.
Roughly four weeks out from the election, about 47 percent of the registered voters polled said
they would vote for 1-122; 35 percent said they would vote against it. That margin is just slightly more
than the total range of possible error, Wallwork said. Additionally, 18 percent were still undecided.
Those who said they usually vote Democratic were somewhat more supportive generally -- about
-more-
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53 percent said they would vote for 1-122, while 32 percent were against i t Their Republican
counterparts, in contrast, leaned only slightly more toward opposition - 46 percent, vs. 37 percent in
favor, Wallwork said.
The patterns were similar in most broad geographic regions of the state -- somewhat more
support than opposition, but not significant margins of support. There were, however, a few exceptions
— some pockets of strong support and some pockets of considerable opposition, Wallwork said. For
example, while registered voters west and east of the Continental Divide were slightly more supportive
than not, those in the northeast differed noticeably from those in the southeast. The northern half of
eastern Montana, which includes Cascade and Lewis and Clark counties, was almost evenly divided in
sentiment. Those from the southern half, which includes Gallatin and Yellowstone counties, were
noticeably more supportive - about five in 10 (52 percent) for it, roughly three in 10 (28 percent)
against it.
The seven most urban counties of the state were a bit stronger, collectively, in their support than
was the state overall, Wallwork said. As might be expected, though, some counties were noticeably
contrary to each other. Missoula County, for example, expressed the highest degree of support for I122: 75 percent were for it, with only 16 percent against
Residents of Butte-Silver Bow County, on the other hand, were most strongly opposed to the
initiative -- 63 percent against it, with only 18 percent in favor. Voters in Lewis and Clark County also
tended to oppose it but their opposition was less pronounced, Wallwork said.
Registered voters in Cascade, Gallatin, and Yellowstone counties were also comparatively
supportive, while those in Flathead County were relatively divided.
Constitutional Amendment 30:

CA-30, which would significantly change the governance of

the Montana University System, appears to lack sufficient support for passage, although a good share of
the registered voters are undecided about it, Wallwork said. Forty-seven percent of those polled said
-more-
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they would vote against the measure, while one-fourth (25 percent) supported it. But at least as many
- 27 percent -- were still undecided at the time, enough to impact the outcome if they do vote and if
they tend to endorse the amendment, she said.
The patterns were relatively similar throughout the state and the broad multi-county areas within
the state -- in most cases, a majority or a sizable plurality opposed CA-30, but with considerable
indecision as well, Wall work said.
In the seven most urban counties of the state, many of which are home to units of the University
System, the sentiments were roughly two to one opposed, but again with sizable undecideds. One
notable exception was Gallatin County, home of one of the state’s two universities, where registered
voters were virtually evenly divided;

32 percent for CA-30, 36 percent against it, and 3~ percent

undecided, Wall work said.
Initiative 121: 1-121, calling for annual increases in the state’s minimum wage up to $6.25 by
the year 2000, was one of the ballot issues that appeared headed for passage at the time of the poll, and
one on which most registered voters had made a decision, Wallwork said. About seven in 10 (69
percent) said they would vote for 1-121 if voting now. Two in 10 (21 percent) were against it and only
one in 10 (10 percent) was undecided.
The only source of any noticeable differences appeared to be political, Wallwork said.
Democrats and those who usually vote Democratic expressed almost unanimous support for the measure
- 85 percent or higher. Their Republican counterparts, however, were somewhat more supportive than
not, but much more subdued: five in 10 for 1-121, roughly four in 10 against it, and one in 10
undecided.
That was then. But now, with the recently enacted increase in the federal minimum wage, to
which Montana’s minimum wage is tied, and as the election looms down the home stretch, the
campaign against 1-121 has begun to intensify, Wallwork said. That may well cause some shitting ot
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positions on the measure, or increased indecision, she said, but whether it would be enough to offset the
three-to-one margin of support can’t be predicted.
Initiative 125: 1-125, which would prohibit direct corporate spending on ballot issues and set
voluntary spending limits for ballot issues, also garnered considerable support among the registered
voters polled, as well as a good share of undecided voters, Wallwork said. Fifty-six percent said they
would vote for it, and only 18 percent were opposed — about a three-to-one margin. Another 25
percent were undecided. If the current proportions hold, the undecideds would not be enough to defeat
the measure on Nov. 5.
As with some of the other issues, the patterns were relatively similar throughout the state and
among most respondent groups. But there were some interesting trends: Support for 1-125 tended to
increase with education and with income, Wallwork said. College graduates were among the most
supportive (66 percent), as were those with household incomes over $50,000 (74 percent). Also, one
might expect Republican voters to be more sympathetic to corporate interests, but in this instance, they
were a bit more supportive of 1-125 than were Democrats -- roughly six in 10 vs. five in 10, she said.
Initiative 132: 1-132, the fifth issue addressed in the poll, declares public support for a U.S.
constitutional amendment for congressional term limits and would require notations on Montana election
ballots to indicate candidates who do not support congressional term limits. Overall, 58 percent of the
registered voters were for 1-132, while 25 percent were against it. Sixteen percent were undecided,
Wallwork said.
As was the case with 1-125, the patterns were relatively similar throughout the state and among
most respondent groups. No groups expressed strong opposition to the measure.
trtf $

Contact: Susan Selig Wallwork, (406) 243-5113.
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MONTANA POLL
Page 1 of 2
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana 59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans (n=380) and Montanans registered to vote (n=327) statewide

Interview dates:
Topic:

Sept 26-Oct 3, 1996

Election Outlook 1996 — Selected Ballot Issues
Registered
to Vote

Registered to Vote
and Usually Vote
Democrat Republican

Registered to Vote and
Describe Self as
Democrat Republican Independent

(n=327)

(n=140)

(n=106)

(n=122)

(n=86)

For
Against

47%
35%

53%
32%

37%
46%

48%
34%

35%
46%

54%
28%

Undecided
Not voting3

18%
___b

14%
1%

17%
0%

17%
1%

19%
0%

18%
0%

For
Against

25%
47%

21%
55%

34%
40%

20%
58%

35%
38%

25%
41%

Undecided
Not voting3

27%
1%

23%
1%

26%
1%

20%
2%

26%
1%

35%
0%

For
Against

69%
21%

85%
9%

52%
38%

88%
7%

50%
38%

64%
24%

Undecided
Not voting3

10%
b

5%
1%

10%
0%

5%
1%

12%
0%

12%
0%

(n= 101)

Initiative 122 -- Water Quality/Treatment

Constitutional Amendment 30 -- University System Governance

Initiative 121 — State Minimum Wage

Continued
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MONTANA POLL (continued)
Page 2 of 2
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana 59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans (n=380) and Montanans registered to vote (n=327) statewide

Interview dates:
Topic:

Sept 26-Oct 3, 1996

Election Outlook 1996 -- Selected Ballot Issues
Registered
to Vote

Registered to Vote
and Usually Vote
Democrat Republican

Registered to Vote and
Describe Self as
Democrat Republican Independent

(n=327)

(n=140)

(n=106)

(n=122)

For
Against

56%
18%

53%
21%

61%
19%

50%
20%

59%
19%

61%
16%

Undecided

25%

25%

20%

28%

22%

23%

1%

1%

0%

2%

0%

0%

For
Against

58%
25%

55%
31%

66%
21%

58%
30%

62%
23%

56%
23%

Undecided
Not voting3

16%
__b

14%
1%

13%
0%

12%
1%

15%
0%

23%
0%

(n=86)

(n=101)

Initiative 125 — Financing Ballot Issue Campaigns

Not voting3

Initiative 132 —Term Limits

NOTE:

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

For further information:

Susan Selig Wallwork
BBER/Thc University of Montana
Missoula, MT 59812

3Do not vote, or not voting this time.

(406) 243-5113
FAX (406) 243-2086

hLess than 1%.
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